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“Religion is a poison. Protect your children!” The illustration of the excerpt republished here comes 
from the reliquary (old photos or posters of Soviet anti-religious and anti-clerical propaganda). 


From an anti-religious and anti-clerical carnival of the Bolsheviks. 


In 1919, the Bolsheviks abandoned the tactic of occasional persecution of the Church and 
began systematic propaganda against it. The decisions of the First Assembly of the 
Communist Party of Russia (Bolsheviks), which took place in March 1919, played a 
decisive role in the organization of propaganda. With the new programme, proposed by 
P.A. Krasikov (Chief Secretary for Religious Affairs of the Soviet Government), the 
Assembly set itself the objective of "eliminating religious prejudices in Russia and with 
them the Church"[8]. 


Toropuaa ba6Ka crporo: 
—Bes 6ora He Ao nopora! 


Said the grandmother sternly: “Without God even to the doorstep!” 
BUT THE BRIGHT WORLD OF SCIENCE PROVED THAT GOD DOES NOT EXIST! 


Initially, the question of the holy relics was raised. Section 8 of the People's Committee 
for Justice considers the veneration of relics a crime and, in particular, sleight of hand and 
fraud. In Order No. 1019, dated 16 September 1919, Section 8 decided that "In the Soviet 
Republic, in the 20th century, it is forbidden to give corpses or bones of corpses to private 
persons for religious purposes, especially for the cultivation or exploitation of religious 


feelings. There is a danger that the exploitation of such corpses may bring illegal profit to 
private individuals through various sleight of hand and fraud. From this moment on, any 
relics that exist must be deposited in museums to stop the exploitation of popular 
prejudices"[9] 


— 
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Destruction of a church by Red Army soldiers. 


Read more below: 


Destruction of church relics. 


"In response to the initiative and the insistent request of the workers," the Assembly of 
the supreme body of the People's Committee of Justice, on February 16, 1919, decided to 
expose the sacred relics to the public en masse, immediately issuing an order for the 
carrying out of relevant controls and confiscations. The implementation of this decision 
resulted in the opening of 63 relics during 1918-1920. Still, instead of the sacred relics 
provoking the revulsion of the crowd, as the Bolsheviks expected, they became the 
attraction of many pilgrims[10]. This is why the Assembly of the supreme body of the 
People's Committee of Justice decided on July 29, 1920, to clear the entire Russian 
territory of the Church's holy relics. The decision provided for organized and systematic 
operations at the local level, without any delay or indecision, to implement its contents 
immediately and effectively. These operations were aimed at the abolition of "the cult of 
dead bodies, either by collecting the so-called 'sacred relics' and exhibiting them in 
museums, in the fields of Ancient Ecclesiastical Art, or by burying them"[11]. 


Ton TAL Wo 


awk WAVER 
UNATY my eS wre wo 


The newspaper writes: Down with Pascha [i.e., Easter]! 


On July 30, 1920, the Assembly of the supreme body of the People's Committee of 
Justice drew up an official document on its decision "to liquidate all the remains in 
Russia." This document set out the purpose of the initiative in question: "To put an end to 
the barbaric anachronisms of the past, such as the cult of dead bodies." 


From anti-religious and anti-clerical carnival. 


Ppumute, AAHTe CHe @cTh Teno moe. 


"Take, eat, this is my body" (note from an "ironic" illustration in a Soviet magazine). 


During this operation, many times, the Committees used violence against priests and 
ordinary believers. They tried in every way to desecrate holy relics. As a typical example, 
we mention the public display of the sacred relics of St. Savva Storozhevski of the 
Savino-Storozhevskiy monastery on March 1, 1919, when one of the members of the 
Committee spat on the honorary casket of the Saint, laughing loudly. The atheists placed 
the holy relics (the holy skull and 32 other honourable bones) in public view and 
ironically called on the locals to examine "the rotten bones"[12]. 


PKOBHBENIPE AH 


, 


Down with the church holidays! (note: according to the author of the poster, they lead to violence and 
crime due to alcohol consumption). 


~~ 


On August 8, 1919, the First Deputy of the People's Committee for Justice issued a secret 
order to the Sergiev Posad authorities to transfer the remains of St. Sergius of Radonezh 
to one of the Moscow museums. The transfer occurred on May 31, 1920, the date of the 


definitive ban on holding church services in the Lavra. 


Religion is the enemy of science and civilization! 


The reaction of faithful Russian Christians to such events provoked intense violence and 
terror on the part of the Communists. At that time, too many Christians who reacted to 
this initiative of the "people's authority" in Russia lost their lives. The holy relics were 
exhibited in museum exhibitions organized by their atheist directorates and then secretly 
destroyed. Only a tiny fraction of the total number of holy relics was eventually left at the 
disposal of the Russian Church. 


The operation of public display of the sacred relics had, however, another purpose. Their 
confiscation was followed by the closure of the monasteries where they were kept. The 
magazine 'Revolution and the Church' regularly published news of the closure of the 
‘black nests', i.e. the monasteries (!). Many monasteries were then turned into 
concentration camps, where the Communists imprisoned and tortured the New Martyrs 
and Confessors of the Christian faith. The most inhumane concentration camp was 
located in the ancient Solovetski monastery - CJIOH (Conoperkuit tarepb ocoOeHHOro 
Ha3HayeHna [Solovetski XtpatomEdo 1d1aitepwv destinations] of the NK VD. 


Destroyed monastery. 


Footnotes: 


[8] Anexcees B. A. «LUtypm HeOec» oTmenseTca? Kputuueckue ovepKu 10 HcTOpHH 
OopbOpI c pesurnueit B CCCP. Mocxrza, 1992, 23. 


[9] Lut. mo: Kamresapos A. H. IpapocmaBuaa Poccuiickaa LlepKosb u coBeTcKoe 
rocyyapcTBo. Mocxsa, 2005, 192. 


[10] Data in the journal "Pespomromuata u wEpKBata" B No 9-12 3a 1920 r. 


[11] Pycckaa mpapociaBHas epKOBb MW KOMMYHUcTHYeCcKoe rocyzapcTBo, 1917-1941. 
JloxyMeutpi 4 dboTtomatepnaspr. Mocxsa, 1996, 60. 


[12] Bocrppnues M. Tarpuapx Taxon. Mocxsga, 1995, 111. 


BESYHHCTBA BOABWEBHKOBDS BL NEPKBH 


, eraa ot- 
| sepse natyio 
j| mevatb, 6H 
AbX> NOAD an- 
Tapem> sayin 
waOieHMoixs 
3a cnoso Bo- 
mle 4 3a CBH- 
aAtbreapcoreo, 
ene nmbaxy. 
Bosonnwa rna- 
COMb B8enK- 
XHM® rAaro- 
mouwe: floxo- 
at BnapeKo 
Cantbia 
MCTHMHbIA He 
cyanwh w He 
| moTHWwH KDOBH 
} Mawel orb HH 
BYUWHX> Ha 
semnn?” 


ad 
eee + come ie 


a 


Poster of Belorussians with the crimes of the Bolsheviks in the Church. The accompanying text on the 
right comes from Revelation (6, 9-10): "And when he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the 
souls of those slain for the word of God, and for the testimony of the testimony. which they had, and 
they cried with a loud voice, saying: Until when, O Sovereign Holy and True One, wilt thou not judge 

and avenge our blood from those who dwell upon the earth?" 


Source: The Persecutions of the Orthodox Faith in Soviet Russia 


